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ÅA senior researcher at the Slovenian Forestry Institutein the 
field of forest ecology and hydrology

ÅCertified Interpret Europe guide and Sharing Nature practitioner

ÅMany years of experience in conducting workshops, training 
courses, seminars on forest pedagogy and environmental 
education for kindergarten and schoolteachers, guides, outdoor 
educators, etc. 

ÅEducator and developer of teaching materials, co-editor and co-
author of ηThe Handbook for Learning and Play in the ForestζΦ

https://www.gozdis.si/en/
https://interpret-europe.net/
https://www.sharingnature.com/
http://dx.doi.org/10.20315/SilvaSlovenica.0008


Slovenian Forest Service

Slovenian Forestry Institute Forest of Experiments

/ŜƴǘǊƛ Ȋŀ Ǒƻƭǎƪƻ ƛƴ ƻōǑƻƭǎƪƻ ŘŜƧŀǾƴƻǎǘ

9ƪƻǑƻƭŀ the Network of Forest Kindergartens and

Schools of Slovenia Pro Silva Slovenia, etc.

FOREST PEDAGOGICS IN 
SISTEMATICALLY IMPLEMENTED IN 
SLOVENIA

ÅSlovenian Forest Service ςoutdoor workshops for kindergartens 
and schools(15.000 children yearly beforeCOVID-19)

Å Part of public forest service

Å Global best practice!

ÅSlovenian Forestry Institute: The Forest of Experiments

Å/ŜƴǘǊƛ Ȋŀ Ǒƻƭǎƪƻ ƛƴ ƻōǑƻƭǎƪƻ ŘŜƧŀǾƴƻǎǘ ό/~h5ύ

ÅbDhΩǎ:9ƪƻǑƻƭŀ, the Network of Forest Kindergartens and 
Schools of Slovenia, Pro Silva Slovenia, etc.

Goal: 
Every child visits forest with 
a forester during schooling!

http://www.zgs.si/eng/about_the_sfs/organization/slovenia_forest_service/index.html
https://www.gozdis.si/en/
https://www.gozd-eksperimentov.gozdis.si/home
https://www.csod.si/?language=en
https://ekosola.si/
https://www.gozdna-pedagogika.si/en/network-of-forest-kindergartens-and-schools/
https://www.gozdna-pedagogika.si/en/network-of-forest-kindergartens-and-schools/
https://www.prosilva.org/members/full-members/pro-silva-slovenia/


What is Forest pedagogics?
ÅApproach to environmental education that is linked to the 

forest and our attitudes.

ÅIt values, encourages and promotes the forest as a healthy 
and innovative outdoor learning environment.

FOREST= OUTDOOR PLAYROOM AND 
CLASSROOM

ÅIt uses active and experiential learning techniques, fostering 
cooperation and social inclusion.

ÅIt is relating sustainable development to three learning 
domains: knowledge, skills and attitudes (KSA).



Why Learning and Playing 
in the Forest?

FOREST 
PEDAGOGICS

Happier,
less stress

Higher 
attention, 

concentration 
and 

motivation

More active, 
healthy, 

improved 
motoric skills

Better social 
skills

More 
self-confident 
and self-reliant

More 
imagination, 

improved 
observation skills, 
more creativity in 

play

Mag. Natalija Gyorek, Slovenian Network of Forest Kindergartens and Schools



Why Learning and Playing in the Forest?

ü1 hour of sittingҦ н hours of playing and movement

όŘǊΦ wŀƴƪƻ wŀƧƻǾƛŏΣ ŀuthor of the NTC Program)

üBrain development at a young age is best stimulated by movement
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YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ 2ǊƛőŜƪΣ
Preddvor 

http://ntcforall.com/
http://ntcforall.com/


Benefits and advantages of forest pedagogics
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CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ CƛȄέΥ 
ΧΦ aŀȅōŜ ¦{ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Řƻƴϥǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƛtŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǎǘ 
preparations; maybe they just need more pairs of 
rubber boots.

Benefits and advantages of forest pedagogics



Forest of Experiments 
Åa dedicated group of researchers at 

the Slovenian Forestry Institute 
working in the field of environmental 
education, knowledge transfer and 
science promotion.

ÅOur educational work is based on the 
principles and methods of forest 
pedagogics and Sharing Nature).

https://www.gozd-eksperimentov.gozdis.si/home
https://www.gozdis.si/en/
https://www.sharingnature.com/


Workshops for kindergartens and schools



Training courses for teachers and educators



Events for families ς 
7th YǊƛȌƴƛƪ Forest Fairy Tales Festival 2018



Trainings for tourist guides



Teaching materials
The Handbook for Learning and Play in the Forest

ÅSlovene version published in 2016, reprint in 2019 and 2021

ÅEnglish version published in 2017, reprint in 2021

ÅMongolian version published in May 2025! 

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=7342

https://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=6397&lang=eng

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=7342
https://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=6397&lang=eng


Handbook for Learning and Play in the Forest

Presents 38 forest pedagogy activities 
which can enrich school lessons and 
facilitate outdoor education:

ÅTrees
ÅForest animals
ÅWater
ÅGenetic diversity



Teaching materials

ÅERASMUS+ Green Learning Environments: The 
Benefits of (Learning in) Nature for Children with 
Special Educational Needs

https://gozdna-pedagogika.si/files/Zelena_ucna_okolja_brosura_eng_final.pdf


Teaching materials

ÅForest pedagogics for Kindergarten Petra Klepca 
and Primary SchoolCerkno

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=10394

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=10394


Teaching materials

ÅForest pedagogics for forest schools in Notranjska, 
Slovenia

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=14380

http://dirros.openscience.si/IzpisGradiva.php?id=14380


Children's books and cartoons 

Å3 books in 4 project languages; 

ÅA free mobile application BigForest in AppStore or 
Google Play

https://apps.apple.com/si/app/bigforest/id1280976741

https://apps.apple.com/si/app/bigforest/id1280976741


CƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘŀƎ .ŜŜǘƭŜέ 
in the City of Ljubljana

A Visit To a Big Stag Beetle 
gozdeksperimentov.wixsite.com

https://gozdeksperimentov.wixsite.com/gozd-eksperimentov/single-post/2017/12/04/a-visit-to-a-big-stag-beetle
https://gozdeksperimentov.wixsite.com/gozd-eksperimentov/single-post/2017/12/04/a-visit-to-a-big-stag-beetle

