
Environment and Sustainable Development
Blended Intensive Programmes (BIP) in March & April 2026

Organized by the UNESCO Chair on Teacher Education for Sustainable Development at the University of
Ljubljana, in collaboration with the University of Klagenfurt, the Private University College Augustinum, and
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.



Who are we?

Evangelia MavrikakiGregor Torkar Franz RauchChristiana Glettler Igor Repac



on Teacher Education 
for Sustainable 
Development

•Target groups: teachers, educators
• The Chair aims to promote an integrated system of research, teaching, 

training, community engagement, and communication. 
• It facilitates collaboration between high-level, internationally recognized 

researchers and teaching staff from the University of Ljubljana and other 
institutions in Slovenia, the region, and beyond. 





UNESCO Chair on Teacher Education 
for Sustainable Development, 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia



The specific objectives of the UNESCO Chair 

I. To promote a systemic, whole-institution approach to Education for Sustainable 
Development by strengthening networks with various stakeholders—universities, 
faculties, research institutions, educational authorities, UNESCO Associated Schools, 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, outdoor education centres, museums, and more.

II. To develop educational strategies for teachers, educators, and students to facilitate 
the transition to a sustainable future for all;

III. To generate research activities focused on educating and raising awareness of 
sustainability issues with all relevant stakeholder groups in education;

IV. To promote sustainability initiatives and projects, through international conferences, 
workshops, new study programmes and courses, as well as generate high-quality 
publications, etc.; and

V. To cooperate closely with UNESCO, other UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks on 
relevant programmes and activities.



Contact

Chairholder: prof. dr. Gregor Torkar

UNIVERSITY OF LJUBLJANA 

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

Kardeljeva ploščad 16, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenija

T: 00 386 1 5892 312

E: Gregor.Torkar@pef.uni-lj.si



Programme details: Environment and Sustainable Development
Number of ECTS: 5 ECTS

This course explores the cultural, economic, political, social, and ecological dimensions of 
environmental issues and sustainable development. It provides a comprehensive, 
interdisciplinary approach to understanding key challenges and solutions in the field, with
major focus on the role of sustainability education and outreach.

Course organisation: The course is delivered through a blended format, combining online (10 
hours) and offline (40 hours) activities, including lectures, workshops, collaborative projects, 
and field trips (e.g., to museum, nature reserve, outdoor education centre, forest pedagogy). 
An in-person session will be held at the Faculty of Education, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 
(April 20 till April 24, 2026).

Contact: Gregor Torkar (gregor.torkar@pef.uni-lj.si) & Igor Repac (igor.repac@pef.uni-lj.si)
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Programme details: Environment and Sustainable Development
Core Topics Include:
• Key Concepts and Definitions

An in-depth understanding of concepts such as sustainable development, education for sustainable 
development, ecological literacy, environment, nature, heritage, ecology, biodiversity, natural 
resources, ecosystem services, climate change, equality, intrinsic values, and cultural landscapes.

• Environmental Concepts and Challenges
Analysis of environmental issues at local, regional, and global levels.

• Human Needs and Environmental Impact
Exploration of basic human needs and their influence on sustainability.

• Historical Perspectives
Examination of the historical development of civilizations in relation to sustainability.

• Ethics and Sustainable Development
Discussion of ethical questions in the context of environmental responsibility and sustainable futures.

• Sustainability in Education
Application of sustainability principles in educational practices and the promotion of ecological 
literacy. Learning about various teaching strategies and approaches through practice.

Permanent Zoom link for online lectures: https://uni-lj-si.zoom.us/j/8621383623?omn=97708210975
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Programme details: Environment and Sustainable Development

Online lectures:

Lecture title Date & Time Lecturers

Introduction to Environment and Sustainable 
Development: Human Drivers of Environmental 
Change and Global Challenges

Seminar Instructions

18 March 2026, 
at 5:00 pm (3 h)

Gregor Torkar, UNIVERSITY OF LJUBLJANA, 
SLOVENIA & Coordinators

Biogeochemical Cycles and Anthropogenic 
Influences

26 March 2026, 
at 4.30 pm (2 h)

Iztok Devetak, UNIVERSITY OF LJUBLJANA, 
SLOVENIA

Teaching Nature: Exploring the Relationships 
Between Outdoor Learning and Sustainability 
Education

Seminar Progress Update

11 April 2026 at 5 
pm (3 h)

Christiana Glettler, PRIVATE PÄDAGOGISCHE 
HOCHSCHULE AUGUSTINUM, AUSTRIA

Gregor Torkar, UNIVERSITY OF LJUBLJANA, 
SLOVENIA & Coordinators

Teaching the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
Through Social and Emotional Learning

18 April 2026 at 5 
pm (2 h)

Evangelia Mavrikaki & Myrto Koutra, NATIONAL 
AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, 
GREECE



Attendance: min. 85%

Seminar: 

• 5/5/5 presentation format: maximum 5 minutes / 5 slides / 5 lines per slide.

• The content should efficiently communicate an environmental or sustainability challenge, a 
solution, or both.

• The topic should be presented holistically, systemically, and in an interdisciplinary way (i.e., 
no wicked problem has a simple solution). 

• You are advised to focus on data from the European Environment Agency (EEA) and other 
reliable sources covering global, European, and/or national perspectives.

• Presentation date: April 24, Ljubljana. 

• Recommendations for the presentation.
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https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/
https://www.presentationload.com/


Fill out the form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe
adJASw7WNtXpoMeglmo2FBBI6ZWOX0kXI2AYu
JLafCmYNA/viewform?usp=publish-editor 
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